Personal Statement

A newborn baby was born in Tampa Florida on May 30th 1986 by the name of PURA VIDA.  Moving to Ormond Beach at the age of two, I grew up rather fast.  When I was two years of age I was riding a two wheeler bicycle around the neighborhood while all of the other kids my age still did not know how.  A natural leader at many talents, I started involving music into my life.  The violin, piano, recorder, bells, bass, drums, banjo and guitar all came natural to me and my life began to revolve around music.  Always raised in the Methodist church, my religious beliefs became more distant the older I got.  When I started preschool I joined the swim team at the YMCA and also went to take gymnastics 4 nights a week in Orlando.  I competed in many sports always striving to be the best and winning many of the events.  

Taking an IQ test to be placed into the gifted program was the start of it all.  I knew that I was different than many other kids in the sense that I learned things faster than people my age.  During my elementary school years I was the typical geek. I was involved in the chess club, math superstars, spelling B’s and yes I even sang Vince Gill at my 4th grade talent show.  I played the guitar to the music of Green day at my 5th grade talent show.  I was even that dorky kid who always wanted to say the pledge of allegiance in the morning time.  I got beat up when I was in 5th grade by a larger kid than me which started to change my whole life.  I learned that if I wanted to be something then I was going to have to go out there and take it.  I got into some trouble sometimes but developed many street smart skills during middle and high school leading up to the point to me joining a fraternity my first semester of college in Gainesville.  

I had to learn the hard way that school should’ve been my number one priority.  My father financially stopped funding my school due to my decision to not take school seriously my first semester.  Instead I decided to spend my first semester drinking with my fraternity brothers.  I moved back home with hopes of finding work in construction until I could save up enough money to pay for myself to go back to college.  I was living at an apartment complex working as a maintenance manager while acting as a sub contractor to many different realtors.  Even though the money was flowing in and I was not financially struggling, I knew that there were a lot of things missing from my life that college would help me find.  I decided to pay for my first vacation to Chile, Argentina, and Brazil.  Through these international travels, my eyes were opened to a whole new world of excitement and opportunity.  After seeing these beautiful places and working a year in construction, I asked my father to help me for the last time and pay for my education.  

I moved back to Gainesville and took a second attempt at college with a whole new attitude.  With a mixture of my family background, my intelligence, both book and street smarts, and determination to be the best I got my life back on the road to being a good leader and role model.  I completed a year of classes and then decided to move to Costa Rica for a study abroad trip to possibly learn more, also setting the bar and being unique and different.  I have had some amazing experiences in my life and have been fortunate to see many great and wonderful things.  My mind has opened up and made me into a lot of who I am because of these experiences.  

I applied for the Student Ambassador Program at Santa Fe Community College and was accepted even though there was some heavy competition.  I try to be who I am but also what others need to see me as.  I always want to help others by solving problems because I feel like I am a natural problem solver.  Why am I such a great leader and where will I go in the future with my leadership abilities?  Hopefully I will go a long way and become as much as a success as I have always hoped for.  Time is not real, and a main trait about a man is that he is measured by his success.  I want all of the success that I deserve.  

Through all of my struggles and obstacles that I have overcome, my leadership ability shined and I was accepted into the University of Florida.  Shortly thereafter, I suffered a severe injury to my right arm which I did not allow to hinder me from completing necessary tasks in order to maintain good status while attempting my first semester at the University of Florida.  The following summer I moved to Chile and conducted an independent research study while down in South America.  I currently am in my last semester at the University of Florida and then plan to venture off into the business world.  Through all of the adversity that I have overcome in my life, a position that will require me to meet challenges head on and overcome them as a success should be no problem.  I have always stood out from others in a way that I can’t generalize however will only continue to shine from here.

Some of my lifetime goals are to be remembered for making many contributions to society both socially and economically.  I would like to take on any position in sales in which I can contribute to society as well as meeting my financial needs.  If something can be done I will do it, and if something can’t be done then I want to be the first person to accomplish it.  Having a family is not important to me at this time as I feel it is a necessity to become established in my future before considering my options.  Through the use of networking, almost any audience can be reached.  Whatever career in business that I choose to follow, I know that I will constantly strive to rise above my colleagues.

Graduate School has also crossed my mind as an intermediate step before being immersed into the cruel business environment that I plan to take on.  Making any possible moves to get ahead of my competitors is the most important priority I am currently facing.  Developing a better concept of who I want to be and how I plan on getting there is the main reason that I have considered graduate school.  In the next four years of my life many opportunities will arise and ultimately, the sky is the limit.

